PAGE  
CASC/ACSS Policy and Procedure Manual     Chapter 1     
- 3 -



Chapter 1

Information Package
for
New Members and Students
TABLE OF CONTENTS

A. President’s Letter of Welcome…………………………………………………..
Page 2
B. The Canadian Association for Spiritual Care……………………………………
Page 3
C. National Regions………………………………………………………………...
Page 3

D. National Office…………………………………………………………………..
Page 3
E. Membership……………………………………………………………………...
Page 3 
1. Membership Categories
Page 4
2. Benefits of CASC Membership 
Page 4
F. Free Journal Subscription………………………………………………...…...…
Page 5
G. CASC Website ………………………………………………………………….
Page 5
H. Links provided for more information……………………………………………
Page 5

I. Feedback Questionnaire …………………………………………………………
Page 6
[image: image1.wmf]
Congratulations and welcome to a truly national Spiritual Care and Education

Organization with members located in every province in Canada.

Through your membership in CASC/ACSS you join with over 1000 other spiritual care

Professionals, who are committed to excellence in Standards of Practice and transparency

through a clear Code of Ethics. You join a network of colleagues who are willing to

share ideas in the pursuit of ‘best practice’ and open to opportunities for mutual support.

You will receive announcements notifying you of our annual education conference where

members are encouraged through theme presentations and member facilitated workshops

to grow their skills and professional awareness. In addition, members meet in regions

across Canada to share local concerns and to find camaraderie. Be sure to contact a

member in your region to learn of upcoming events.

Finally we welcome you to our website where training opportunities and job postings are

listed for your information. The website also provides valuable information and forums

for the consideration of pertinent ideas. Through your membership you will have access to the electronic version of the Journal for Pastoral Care and Counseling with recent articles, studies and prose to enrich your professional growth. Perhaps one of the most important offerings provided by CASC/ACSS is access to affordable and comprehensive liability insurance. If you have not considered the benefit of such insurance for your practice please consider contacting our national office for more information.

As President of this dynamic organization I am very happy that you have chosen to join

us. Should you wish to share ideas or make personal contact with me, or with the

CASC/ACSS Board of Directors, please feel free to contact me. You can access me

through the national office at 1-866-442-2773.

Many blessings to you in your vocation as one who offers care and nurtures spirit.

Doug Kellough,

President.

B. CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR SPIRITUAL CARE 

The Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC) encourages and promotes supervised pastoral education (SPE) as a part of professional education for ministry and supports high standards of practice in pastoral care and pastoral counselling.  Its functions include: association, education, accreditation, certification, research, interpretation, and service.

CASC holds an annual general meeting at which the members decide on matters pertinent to the organization.  The ongoing life and work of the organization is governed by a national Board of Directors made up of executive officers and commission chairs.  

C. National regions

CASC is sub-divided into geographic regions, each having an executive and sub-committees.  Members of CASC are automatically members of the region in which they reside or work.

• Atlantic (ATL)

• Quebec - affiliated partner (L'AIISSQ)
• Ontario North East (ONE)
• Ontario Central (OCR)
• Ontario South West (OSW)
• Manitoba & North-West Ontario (MO)
• Saskatchewan (SK)
• Alberta (AB)
• British Columbia (BC)
Each region has an executive, annual meetings and educational events. Contacts for all regions can be found on the CASC webpage under the heading “Regions”.

D. National Office

CASC
140 Bayview Drive
Hacketts Cove, Nova Scotia

B3Z 3J9
1-866-442-2773 
(Good for all North America)
Local: 902-820-3085

Fax: 902-820-3087

Email: office@spiritualcare.ca 
E. Membership 

It is possible to join CASC by completeing and mailing the membership form, along with the annual fee to the national office. Information on current fees is available from the national office or on-line at our website:  www.spiritualcare.ca
1. Membership Categories 
1.1 Associate Member: 
An Associate Member is any person who wishes to support CASC and receive the benefits of membership. Associate Members range from those having no CPE or PCE training to those having multiple Advanced Units.

1.2 Certified Member: 

A Certified Member is a CASC Specialist or Teaching Supervisor.

1.3 Member Emeritus:

A member who has completely ceased:
a) 
to earn remuneration from spiritual care activies full-time, part-time or on contract, and

b) 
to utilize his/her certification as a Specialist and/or Teaching Supervisor.
1.4 Student Member

Any person enrolled in a basic Supervised Pastoral Education (SPE) unit.
1.5 Teaching Centre Membership:
Any Education Centre that has been accredited by CASC to offer CASC’s approved Education Units.
1.6 Corporate Member:

Any organization that supports the work of CASC.
2. Benefits of CASC Membership 

· Beneficiary of high quality work achieved by every committee, commission and the Board of CASC.
· Subscription to the CASC National Communiqué.
· Access to the Members Directory on the web, enabling direct access of resource colleagues from coast to coast.
· Access to the Members section of the website.
· Special rates for the annual convention.
· Special rates for regional meetings and educational opportunities.
· Professional Insurance.
· Annual report.
· Opportunity to participate in regional and national annual meetings, with direct access to an expanding knowledge base, resources, including information on current needs and developments.
· Opportunity to share in the formation of standards for spiritual and religious care at the regional and national level.
· Opportunity to network with others who are concerned about the practice of high quality spiritual, religious and pastoral care and education.
· Reliance upon and protection of nationally recognized Standards of Certification, Standards of  Accreditation, Standards of Practice and Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct.
· Access to peer review and consultation

· Official representation on Board of Manager of The Journal of Pastoral Care Publications, Inc. which publishes The Journal of Pastoral Care & Counseling and books and monographs on pastoral care, counselling, and education and distributes The Journal of Supervision and Training in Ministry.
· A subscription to The Journal of Pastoral Care & Counseling.
· Official representation on the Canadian Council on Health Services Accreditation CCHSA).
All of these benefits are available to the members of our unique association. May our diversity continue to be a source of strength and encouragement to the members of our association as well as to the people we serve.

F. FREE Journal Subscription 
With your membership you have an electronic subscription to
The Journal of Pastoral Care & Counseling 
The Journal of Pastoral Care & Counseling (JPC&C) is published by the Journal of Pastoral Care Publications, Inc. (JPCP Inc). JPCP is governed by a Board of Managers comprised of the representatives of several North American professional associations (including CASC) in the fields of pastoral care, pastoral counselling, clinical pastoral education and pastoral counselling education, and ministries in specialized settings such as hospitals, business, and industrial contexts, and correctional chaplaincies. Articles, which cover the broad range of interests represented by the sponsoring associations, are refereed by an independent Editorial Committee comprised of persons with recognized expertise in the various specialties of the pastoral field. JPC&C has been in continuous publication, under several names, since 1947. It is the most widely circulated journal in the pastoral field.

G. CASC WEBSITE 
www.spiritualcare.ca contains the latest information about the organization, its educational centres and teaching supervisors and the Standards of Education and Practice. Additionally there are many resources including a member’s area with information for members only as well as the membership directory. We advertise positions and residencies on the website under “Employment” and centres that offer CPE and PCE courses under “Education” then “SPE Sites”

H.  LINKS PROVIDED FOR MORE INFORMATION:

1.
Glossary of Terms 
(LINK)

2.
The White Paper on Professional Chaplaincy 

Its Role and Importance in Healthcare – A Summary


(LINK)
3.
Standards of Practice 


(LINK)
4.
Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct


(LINK)
5.
Individual Membership Form


(LINK)
I. Feedback QuestionNAIREs 

· Please fill in and send to the National Office  –
a) Name of centre where you are training

     
b) Name of Supervisor

     
c) What is your response to this Welcome Package?

     
d) What does membership in this professional organization mean to you?

     
e) What expectations do you have of CASC?

     
f) What activities in CASC interest you?

     
g) Would you like to volunteer for an active role with one or more of the various commissions and/or committees?

     
h) Other comments: (Please use the other side if you need more room)
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