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SECTION VI:
FAITH GROUP AFFILIATION & ENDORSEMENT

[This document is to be provided to the appropriate religious authority/authorities by the candidate for admission or certification to any CASC process.]

The Canadian Association for Spiritual Care (CASC) is an educational and practice-based organization which trains, certifies and reviews persons engaged in ministries of spiritual/pastoral care, pastoral counselling and teaching supervision.  It is not a licensing or ordaining authority and is not intended to replace the endorsing role of religious authorities / faith groups.

Members of CASC are required to be members in good standing of recognized faith groups and endorsed by the authorities of their faith groups as spiritual and religious care providers. Members seeking admission to advanced training, any certification consultation or peer review are required to present current evidence in writing of the fulfillment of both of these requirements.

A. Continuing good standing
Requirements to attain and maintain a status of “continuing good standing” within a faith group are determined solely by the religious authority/authorities of that faith group. 

1. Evidence of Continuing Good Standing
1.1 Must be from a faith community affiliated with the member’s own chosen religious tradition.
1.2 Must be within the last three (3) months prior to the consultation / review.
1.3 Must indicate in what way the candidate is known or recognized locally, regionally or nationally as a member of the faith group (e.g. member of stated denomination, local congregation, church, synagogue, temple, mosque, etc.). 
1.4 This requirement may be met by a letter (on appropriate letterhead) from a local, regional or national religious authority stating that the candidate is “a member in good standing” and stating in which way(s) this is understood (e.g. member of local congregation, member of religious leadership or support groups, member of national committees, etc.).
1.5 May be combined with the evidence of endorsement in a single letter from the appropriate authority.
2. Requested Phraseology

Religious Authorities may provide letters of their choice in order to document the above.  For clarity, they are requested to include in their document the phraseology provided, as follows:

This is to indicate that <name of CASC member> is a current <”member”, “adherent”, etc.> in good standing of <name of denomination or religious group, congregation, etc.>.  He/She also <state nature of person’s other involvements, if any>.

B. endorsement 
Summary from April 2011 – Many in our organization are of the belief that some form of endorsement remains necessary to    ensure that the foundational identity of spiritual care practitioners remain firmly rooted in a clear spirituality or religion and the ensuing practices.
The Board recognizes the relevance of spiritual and/or religious orientations and the ensuing practices as formative in the vocational identity of spiritual care practitioners.  The Board believes that evidence of these commitments can be demonstrated in a variety of ways.   At the April 2011 Toronto CASC/ACSS Conference the membership passed the following recommendation to change the Standards to allow an optional way to demonstrate such commitments.

There are now two ways of soliciting this ‘evidence’.  A candidate may choose either of the following options:

(a) I can provide evidence of my spirituality and/or religious faith and the ensuing practices which inform my vocational identify as a spiritual care practitioner through an ‘endorsement for ministry’ as acknowledged by my appropriate religious authority and evidenced by continuing good standing in my faith community documented within 3 months of the date of this application.

OR

(b) I can provide three letters of reference from individuals who can attest to my commitment to a spirituality and/or religious faith and the ensuing practices, which inform my vocational identity as a spiritual care practitioner.  These letters of reference will address how I demonstrate accountability to those I identified as my spiritual community and will be dated within 3 months of the date of this application.  

If you choose (a) use the following guidelines:

1. Requirements for endorsement as a spiritual and religious care provider within a faith group are determined solely by the religious authority/authorities of that faith group. An endorsement must include an indication of the ways (if any) in which the member is responsible to / held accountable by the faith group for his/her conduct as a spiritual and religious care provider.
1.1 Must be at whatever level a person is usually and fully endorsed by the faith group to function as a spiritual and religious care provider. Depending upon the requirements and practices of the faith group, this may be commonly understood as ordination, licensing, commissioning or appointment.
1.2 Must be on an appropriate letterhead of the endorsing authority, dated and signed by a person empowered in that faith tradition to make such endorsements. 

1.3 In the event that the candidate does not meet the full requirements of the faith group for the above mentioned endorsement, the religious authority must specifically state in what way it does approve, commend, stand behind and support the candidate’s application for the training or certification sought.
1.4 May be combined with the evidence of continuing good standing in a single letter from the appropriate authority.

2. Requested Phraseology

Religious Authorities may provide letters of their choice in order to document the above.  For clarity, they are requested to include in their document the phraseology provided, as follows:

This is to indicate that <name of CASC member> is recognized as <title or category of recognition> in <name of religious organization>.  
a. “<name of CASC member> is responsible to or held accountable by <name of religious organization> for their conduct as a spiritual and religious care provider in the following ways …”

or,

b.  “<name of religious organization> stands behind and supports <name of CASC member> in the following ways…

As <title of endorsing authority>, I endorse him/her as a suitable person to provide spiritual and religious care as understood by our religious organization.
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