OPENING OF A NEW DOCTORS LOUNGE AND STUDY AREA 
Today is a day of celebration  - a day to rejoice as a vision - once held only in the minds eye of a few insightful dreamers - becomes a concrete reality.  Before us we see a tangible example of a commitment to patient and family-centred care and clinical and academic excellence.   It is a day when not only the visionaries, planners and participants can stop for a moment to have their labors and contributions recognized - but also a day when the people of Northwestern Ontario can share in the excitement of this facility and the future it represents for health care services in our region.  From this space will flow new idea’s, new outreach to our surrounding communities, new research, new questions and new dreams as to what is possible. 

While I share this excitement, it is not only the physical space and the possibilities that impress me –it is also the journey that has brought us to this day.  What is often unrecognized and unnamed ARE the personal and spiritual challenges associated with an accomplishments such as we now celebrate.  It is these personal and spiritual challenges which continue to inspire me as a multi-faith chaplain.  

Embedded within these new walls and its future potential, is a journey well taken, that highlights the themes and metaphors of all great spiritual and religious thought.  From the early conceptual stage of discussion through to this organization change we now celebrate, the themes of birth, rebirth, community, transformation, hope and even death have marked the journey.  While these words may not have been used, the action taken bears the truth of these spiritual processes.  The old makes way for the new and is reborn;  the death of that which is no longer useful allows for life enhancing possibilities to be ushered in;  as partners working in community toward a goal, the needs of the individual ego are set aside; what may be held as a revered truth about medicine or practice or how things should be  is questioned, examined, discarded or transformed;  when the “devil in the details” presents as frustration and is seemingly insurmountable - tenacity, hope and faith in the end vision pushes the process forward.  

It is which brings me to work each morning as before my eyes these great spiritual tenets are lived out daily in our ordinary work.  This “capital investment” is so much more than the bricks and mortar from which it was made.   It mirrors the hope, creativity and resiliency of our divinely inspired human spirit.  

It is MY hope that we continue to embrace this spirit in the future and continue to unveil the realms of possibility for our hospital.  

I congratulate all those who have worked hard to bring this facility to completion.  

To the learners and teachers now and in the future and all who use this space  I leave you today with two blessings – one from the Buddhist tradition and one from the Christian Tradition. Elder Stella Rose will offer a blessing from the aboriginal tradition.    
Buddhist:  

Just as the soft rains fill the streams, 
pour into the rivers and join together in the oceans, 
so may the power of every moment of your goodness 
flow forth to awaken and heal all beings, 
Those here now, those gone before, those yet to come.

For all in whose heart dwells respect, 
who follow the wisdom and compassion, of the Way, 
May your life prosper in the four blessings 
of old age, beauty, happiness and strength.

From the Christian Tradition

Holy One; Creator God, Mother and Father of us all, we ask your blessing on all who use this space 

Let no symptom of illness elude them; No fear or impatience overcome them; no anxiety or exhaustion overwhelm them

Bless them with a reminder that compassion is as essential as precision,  

Bless them with open minds - sheltered from distraction – give them insight, curiosity and the humility to ask for help 

Bless them with wisdom on their tongues, with words that are clear and kind, honest and encouraging, teach them to listen with their entire being,

When the days are long and the nights are short bless them with strength, renew their spirit and revive their souls ,  

And when the miracles of nature and of medicine, unfold before them, create space for surprise for those things which lie beyond comprehension

To those entrusted with the sacred calling to medical service, 

May this space and those who work within be guided by the life of the one we call Jesus -  teacher, physician, and healer to all who call upon his name. 

Thanks be to God and may these blessings be as breathing, 

Amen – Peace be with you. 

