	
OPENING WORDS:

To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven

· a time to be born and a time to die

· a time to weep and a time to laugh

· a time to mourn and a time to dance 

At this time of deep sadness we come face to face with the fragility of life and the certainty of death.  No heartache compares to that which is felt upon the death of one small child – a child who from the moment of conception carried with him/her a thousand dreams and hopes for the future.  

(Childs name or this baby/infants)  life has been but a brief flutter in the vast space of time and yet, what the heart has once owned and had, it shall never lose. 

In the days ahead it is right that you should grieve.  It is a time for weeping and mourning for the loss is great.  In time, we pray the Holy One will help you turn your mourning into dancing again. 


	PRAYER

Creator God, Author of Life, we turn now to you with heavy hearts -  hear the words of this spoken prayer and receive also the pain that is much too difficult to voice.  

Comfort this family as they bear the agony of separation from (childs name or say “their child” )  
- sustain their hope in life’s goodness and beauty despite these dark moments,  

- uphold them through your unfailing love

- grant them the gift of healing.  

May the stars carry their sadness away,
May the flowers fill their heart with beauty,
May hope forever wipe away their tears,
And, above all, may silence make them strong.  Amen
DEDICATION & BLESSING (place hand on child’s forehead) 
We dedicate (child’s name or “this child”) into the infinite arms of the Universe, the realm of infinite love of the Creator.

We release (childs name or this child/infant)  into the freedom of the wind and the sunshine,      

into the dance of the stars and the planets.  

May you run straight home into the Holy One’s embrace 

You have been loved, you will be missed.

Go safely, Go dancing, Go running home. 

and may your child soul find peace and rest for all eternity. 

Amen 



	Spiritual and Religious Care Chaplains

Rev. Wendy Stone    Ext. 6236 , Main Office

Rev. Merv Wilson     Ext. 6235 or pager 624.4828


	SERVICE OF BLESSING

           AND DEDICATION

         For use with any Faith Tradition

                and no faith tradition by

Hospital Chaplains, Community Clergy and Staff
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MULTIFAITH SERVICE OF BLESSING AND DEDICATION 


FOR USE


after the death of a child or for a stillborn infant





For use by Hospital Chaplains, On-Call Clergy and Staff





Prior to beginning, check if infant has been named











